Tour, Ekaterina & Gindidis, Maria (Monash University)
Workshop: Teaching digital literacies and language through transmedia storytelling
Wednesday | 2:40pm - 3:35pm | Riverbank 5

Primary & Secondary

Transmedia Storytelling is an innovative approach to teaching digital literacies in EAL contexts in which different parts
of a narrative are delivered across multiple physical and digital platforms. This approach will be introduced to
participants in this workshop who will then be immersed and scaffolded into creating their own resource. This highly
practical workshop designed for primary and secondary EAL/D teachers will provide opportunities for participants to
plan and design transmedia storytelling units with the help of a flexible framework, relevant examples and facilitators’
support. Participants will discuss how the Transmedia Storytelling units can be linked to their own and the Australian
Curriculum (ICT capability), include EAL texts, use available technologies, and connect with a wider community. The
workshop will conclude with a collective sharing so that participants can access other Transmedia Storytelling units
that they can customise to meet the needs of their own students and contexts. Participants are asked to bring their
own digital devices (e.g. ipads, laptops) to use during the workshop. The approach and resources have been
developed as an outcome of a research project funded by VicTESOL “Improving Refugee Students’ Access to Digital
Literacies: Integrating Transmedia Storytelling in an EAL (Year 7) Classroom” in 2017.
Biographies:
Dr Ekaterina Tour is a lecturer in the Faculty of Education at Monash University. Her current research
projects investigate how people use digital technologies and new literacies for everyday life, work and learning in
different linguistic and socio-cultural contexts. Ekaterina is an author of a number of publications in the field of digital
media, literacy and TESOL published locally and internationally. She also teaches in the Faculty’s teacher education
undergraduate and postgraduate programs. Ekaterina’s full profile is available at
http://newmediaresearch.educ.monash.edu.au/lnmrg/katrinatour.
~
Dr Maria Gindidis is a lecturer in Teacher Education teaching in cross-disciplinary units across undergraduate and
postgraduate courses in Teaching and Learning and an accredited school reviewer. Maria’s research is in Bilingual
Education, brain compatible classrooms and second languages, EAL teaching and policy. She served as the state
coordinator of the Bilingual Schools Project where she coordinated a longitudinal three-year evaluation of 15 schools.
Maria has worked as a secondary EAL teacher, Innovations and Excellence Educator across a cluster, Gippsland Middle
Years Project Leader, Acting Principal and Assistant Principal.
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