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Abstract
The 2016 Australian Census reveals continued change in Australia’s
religious diversity. While reviewing some of the highlights of this development—the continuing increase in the ‘no religion’ category, the first ever
decline in Catholic numbers, and the rise of Hindus and Sikhs—several religious groups, which are not usually combined in the census, actually when
grouped together represent most of the Pentecostal and charismatic churches
and form the fourth largest religious group in Australia. These changes are
set in a comparative context, internationally and intergenerationally. The
religious diversity and Anglican retention rates of Stonnington—one of
Melbourne’s 21 Cities—are examined as a window on local diversity and
change. Finally, we discuss three main categories of religion in contemporary Australia: the ‘nones’; the spiritual but not religious; and the religious
and spiritual. The data reveal a new context of superdiversity in Australia.

Keywords
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Introduction
The 2016 Australian Census reveals continued change in Australia’s
dynamic religious and cultural diversity. This article reviews some of the
highlights of this development, sets them in a comparative context,
internationally and intergenerationally, examines a window on local
diversity and change, and provides some evidence on the ‘nones’. The
rise of this superdiversity has also occasioned anticosmopolitan reactions.
© Equinox Publishing Ltd, 415 The Workstation, 15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield, S1 2BX.
Attribution—Non Commercial—NoDerivs / CC BY-NC-ND

130

JASR 30.2 (2017)

We apply Steven Vertovec’s (2007) term superdiversity to the
Australian context given that, similar to what he observed in the UK in
the late 2000s, policy, public understanding and research do not in many
cases adequately reflect the lived reality
of Australia’s ethnic
diversity.
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small percentage, around 2%, report following traditional Indigenous religious practices. According to Bradley, Indigenous people are very likely
to be traditional when in traditional communities, and are also currently
picking and choosing among the wideSociolinguistic
variety of spiritual paths
available.
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attempts to relate to religious issues often seem to be addressing a world
that has now passed, or to be striving to (re)establish a nostalgic memory
of a golden age, one of a white, Christian Australia.
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