ALEA NATIONAL
CONFERENCE
MELBOURNE 2019
Conference Program

Sponsors &
Exhibitors
The Conference Organising Committee would like to acknowledge our sponsors and exhibitors.
Thank you for your support; it is essential to the success of the Conference. Please visit the exhibition space during your
time at the conference.
The Organising Committee hopes that conference participants enjoy the range of products displayed in the exhibition
area. We remind you that AATE and ALEA do not necessarily endorse or favour any specific product, service or business.
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Welcome
We warmly welcome you to Melbourne for the 2019 ALEA National Conference.
We acknowledge the traditional owners of this land upon which we are gathering, and pay our
respect to the Elders from the Kulin Nation – past, present and emerging, and to any Indigenous
or Torres Strait Islander representatives. We are grateful for their guidance and look to honour
their traditions in storytelling, conversations and cultural exchange through the spirit of our
conference.
This year’s conference theme is: Literacy Empowering Voices: Reflecting the Past, Viewing the
Present, Scripting the Future, with the following sub themes:
• The language of stories: Learning to craft and comprehend text
• Literacy as power: Voice, identity and dangerous stories, past, present and future
• Literacy capability: Literacy across the curriculum.
Plenary and keynote speakers will address the different aspects of Literacy Empowering
Voices, and concurrent sessions will showcase examples of exemplary practice in Australian
and International schools, as well as current research in Literacy teaching and learning. There
are over 200 sessions on offer for delegates. These sessions span Early Childhood, Primary,
Secondary and Tertiary strands.
We are very grateful for the ongoing support provided by our principal sponsors: the Australian
Children’s Television Foundation and the Copyright Agency Cultural Fund. We would also like
to acknowledge our major sponsor: Corwin Australia.
Thanks also to our many exhibitors. We urge you to visit the trade exhibition for resources, new
ideas and networking. Don’t forget to also visit the Readings bookseller available during the
conference.
As well as the inspiring plenary, keynote and concurrent sessions, we are proud to be showcasing
the best that Melbourne has to offer in our social and cultural events. We hope you enjoy these
events and take some time to socialise with colleagues who share your passion about inspiring
confidence, excellence, creativity and a love of language, literature and literacy in future
generations.
Hopefully you will also have the opportunity to explore our beautiful city and enjoy some shopping,
our wonderful restaurants, a visit to the National Art Gallery, visit the world’s best coffee or
perhaps an Australian Football League (AFL) game to add to your conference experience.
A conference, such as this, wouldn’t happen without the support of our volunteer committee.
We thank each and every one of you for the hours of hard work, your contribution and dedication.
We thank you for your presence and look forward to meeting all of our delegates. Enjoy the
conference!
Co-convenors Julie Shepherd (ALEA Victorian State Director) and Debra Edwards (Past ALEA
Victorian State Director)
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Information
Pullman Melbourne On The Park
192 Wellington Parade, Melbourne VIC 3002

Registration

Registration on
ground floor

Please note the registration desk is located on the ground floor behind the hotel reception desk.

Internet / Wifi
Step 1: Connect to Pullman-Conf in Wifi settings
Step 2: It will redirect you to a login page – if it doesn’t open up your internet browser will then re-direct you
Step 3: Accept terms and conditions and place internet code ALEA in access code below and select continue

Accreditation
Completing ALEA 2019 Conference Melbourne, Vic will contribute 15 hours of NSW Education Standards
Authority (NESA) Registered PD addressing Standards 2.1.2, 2.2.2, 2.3.2, 2.4.2, 2.5.2, 2.6.2, 6.1.2, 6.2.2,
6.3.2, 6.4.2 from the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers towards maintaining Proficient Teacher
Accreditation in NSW.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
To achieve 15 hours of accreditation, make sure you sign in and sign out and record your NESA teacher
number for EACH DAY at the registration desk.
Unfortunately, teachers cannot sign after the day as there must be proof they attended the full conference
to get the 15 hours, so don’t forget!

Bookseller
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Information

Tuesday 9
TIME

EVENT

LOCATION

9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Pre-conference Institute
Shared reading – isn’t that for little kids?
Sheena Cameron & Louise Dempsey

Pullman Hotel, Stradbroke Room

9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Pre-conference Excursion: Melbourne Memoirs

Various locations around the city

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Local Council Workshop

Pullman Hotel, Ballroom 1

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Welcome Conference Opening

Delecombe, Huntingfield, Stradbroke Room

Wednesday 10
TIME

PRESENTERS

2:00 pm - 3:00 pm

AFTRS Media Lab: Screen literacy scripting the future
Christina Alvarez

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Creating interactive fiction: where new narrative,
literacy, design and coding come together
Garry Westmore

3:30 pm - 4:00 pm

Getting past the blank screen
Mark Smith

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm

Afternoon Tea

LOCATION

ACMI, Treasury Theatre
Lower Plaza, 1 Macarthur St, Melbourne
*Participants will need to make their own way to the
Treasury Theatre

Supported by

Thursday 11
TIME

PRESENTERS

1:50 pm - 2:50 pm

Use one book, teach many things: exploring the
Literacy Teaching Toolkit
Annemaree O’Brien, Linda Gawne & Helen
Cozmescu

2:50 pm - 4:20 pm

5,6,7,8 – Documentary presented by Polyglot
Theatre

TIME

2:30 pm - 3:00 pm

PRESENTERS

How to get a picture to tell 1000 words
– an Art Adventure, Ms Karen Rantissi
Limited to 30 - An interactive writing safari in the Art Gallery
of Victoria

LOCATION

ACMI, Treasury Theatre
Lower Plaza, 1 Macarthur St, Melbourne
*Participants will need to make their own way to the
Treasury Theatre

LOCATION

National Gallery of Victoria
180 St Kilda Rd, Melbourne

*Participants will need to make their own way to the
National Gallery of Victoria.

Saturday 13
TIME

9:00 am - 3:00 pm

PRESENTERS

Post-conference Institute
Peter Bowers

LOCATION

Stradbroke Room
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Wednesday 10
Ballroom 1

Ballroom 2

Ballroom 3

Early Childhood / Primary

Secondary

Middle Years

Tertiary

Stradbroke

Huntingfield

9:00 am - Welcome and Plenary - Dr Peter Bowers

12:30 pm

12:00 pm

11:30 am

11:00 am

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM - MORNING TEA & EXHIBITION

Media literacies:
information,
misinformation and being
a global citizen.
Annabel Astbury

Writing that matters right
now for students!
Belinda Hampton
Catherine Campbell Carly
Sopronick

Using the National Literacy
Learning Progression to
support student growth
Denise Roberts

Developing students’
repertoires for expression
of attitudes and emotions in
digital multimodal authoring
Len Unsworth

Inspiring literacy learning
Alexandra Newbold
Suzie Sangster

The Warp and weft of
Words: Understanding
English orthography
Part 1
Lyn Anderson
Ann Whiting

Optimal oral language
pedagogy for the early years
Adele Amorsen
Deb Wilson

The story of conversation:
empowering student/
teacher partnerships to
shape literacy learning
Carolyn Macleod
Lauren Callahan
Tilly Cave

Empowering bilingual voices
Elizabeth Hook

Reading Boost:
Empowering Young
Readers
Donna Kimm

The Warp and Weft of
Words: understanding
English orthography
PART 2
Ann Whiting
Lyn Anderson

Through the looking glass:
The many ways in which high
quality picture books reflect
the past, highlight the present
and/or script the future.
Helen McGrath

Leading powerful
conversations to focus
next steps in literacy
improvement
Johanne Padgham
Christine Topfer

Children’s picture books and
social change: the power of
narrative voice in educating
for diversity
Joanne Margaret Panckridge
Anne-Louise O’Donoghue

Creative English pedagogy
in the translanguaging
space
Kathy Rushton
Janet Dutton

The power of stories in
connecting the curriculum
Angela Ehmer

Illustrators think like
writers too
Lisa Burman

Poetry - going way beyond
haiku and acrostics
Alan Wright

3:05 pm

2:45 pm

2:15 pm

1:45 pm

1:05 PM - 1:45 PM - LUNCH & EXHIBITION

Is good GOOD enough?
Improving writing
achievement across the
curriculum
Alison Davis

Reciprocal Reading across
the KLAs (Secondary)
Christie Scoble
Jacqueline Galvin
Tara McCarthy
Kira Lough

Teaching Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
Studies for today’s
primary school students
Sally Lawrence
Shelley Ware

4:15 pm

3:45 PM - 4:15 PM - AFTERNOON TEA & EXHIBITION
Keynote Speaker
Sheena Cameron
& Louise Dempsey

5:30 pm

5:15 PM - CLOSE
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ALEA National AGM

Keynote Speaker
Jon Callow

Keynote Speaker
Maxine Beneba
Clark &
Van T Rudd

Amazing apps for writing
Bethany Farrell
Maryanne Hinz

On the pathway to creating a
culture of writing
Michelle Vanderburg
Robert Vanderburg
Nichola Lister

Making the most of teaching
the shared text: Using
texts to build vocabulary,
inference and knowledge
of text features WITHOUT
ruining the book
Josephine Ryan

Children living
critically literate lives
yesterday, today, and
tomorrow: exploring the
transformational possibilities
of critical literacies
Cassie J. Brownell
Annette Woods
Jessica Zacher Pandya

Early Childhood / Primary

Secondary

Middle Years

Tertiary

Delacombe

Day 1
Latrobe

Hopetoun

Hotham

Boardroom 2

What does the past have to
do with current preservice
teacher instruction in English?
Carol Smith

Ecologies of practices:
Empowering literacy
teaching across the
curriculum
Gail Hager

9:00 am - Welcome and plenary in Ballrooms 1, 2, 3

12:00 pm

11:00 am

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM - MORNING TEA & EXHIBITION

Positive psychology, wellbeing
and learning
Bev Steer

Anyone can write poetry! The art
of group-based poetry writing
Edwin Creely

On writing history - The power
of place
Allison Marlow Paterson

Valuing wonder in writing
and reading
A.J Betts

Writing creative non-fiction in the
classroom
Catherine Laughlin

Student’s articulating their
own literacy learning - Year
7 Visual Literacy Continuum
- Why? How? Resources to
do it.
Antoinette Meade
Christine Payne
Linda Hicks

Building inferential
comprehension skills
Jann Carroll

Othering or inclusion?
Teacher practice
around Asian voices
and identities in
literature
Angela Thomas
Vinh To

Better reading for better
analytical writing: Responding
perceptively to texts in the
middle years
Catriona Woodford
Kate Esler

Early language stimulation
practices for the
preschoolars in contexts of
poverty.
Andima George

Power of language of
Resource documents for
meaning of language and
literacy in kindergartenperspective
Archana Sinh

Narrative blogging in
the primary years
Bree Kitt

Removing the scaffold
Chelsea Parakas

Conversations creating
change
Nicole Douglas
Christine Ludwig

Voice empowering literacy
Ann Daly

Literacy across the
secondary curriculum
Paul Grover

3:05 pm

2:45 pm

2:15 pm

1:45 pm

1:05 PM - 1:45 PM - LUNCH & EXHIBITION

Really doing something with
stories
Anne Dalmau
Kate Cash
Claire Nailon

6+1 Traits of writing - theory to
practice
Claire Cripps
Quick and dirty underground
reading culture
Belinda Hampton
Empowering literacy learning
in junior secondary students:
collaborative comprehension
building using voice and support
staff
Clare Williams
Pauline Martin
Ronni Schuback
Catherine Parmenter
Helen Duncan
Margaret Wentworth
Dawn Baleisha

Tales of expectation: English
teachers tested by NAPLAN
Kerry-Ann O’Sullivan
Picture books that create a
passion for language and
literacy across the curriculum
Jann Carroll

Empowering teachers for the
teaching of multimodal digital
literature in 21st century
classroom
Thu Ngo

Towards a whole school
approach to literacy:
Stories from Tasmania
Sarah Stewart

Teaching in “ideal conditions”:
an analysis of the underlying
ideas about literacy and
education in the past decade of
research on literacy programs in
Australian primary schools
Natalie Thompson

Australian historical
young adult fiction: a
gateway to reading
and experience
Jennifer Shand

Children in war: representations
through time
Emma Bennis

Ripples and Reflections: One
teacher’s transformational
journey of empowering
Year 8 students as powerful
voices and agents of change
through project-based
learning
Lauren Hovelroud

Literacy transverses in the
disciplines
Shamala Ramakresinin

Teaching critical
literacy across the
curriculum
Regula Schmid

Accountable talk in a dialogic
classroom
Jennifer Lee Green
Kerrin Holland

Reading with young children
promotes literacy and
language development nine
years later
Michelle I. Brown

Empowering voices: The
impact of books about
immigrants and refugees on
children’s reading interests
and attitudes
Doris Walker-Dalhouse
A. Derick Dalhouse

Creativity and
teaching English: The
myths and implications
for the classroom
Narelle Wood

Empowering the disengaged
Hannah Fields

Learning to harness the power
of Shakespeare
Marissa Price
Empowering school student,
teacher and preservice teacher
voice in tertiary learning
Robyn Dunbar

3:45 PM - 4:15 PM - AFTERNOON TEA & EXHIBITION
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Thursday 11
Ballroom 1

Ballroom 2

Ballroom 3

Early Childhood / Primary

Secondary

Middle Years

Tertiary

Stradbroke

Huntingfield

9:00 am - ALEA Awards: ALEA Medal and ALEA Life Membership
9:15 am - ACTF
9:30 am - Plenary - Morris Gleitzman

12:30 pm

12:00 pm

11:30 am

11:00 am

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM - MORNING TEA & EXHIBITION SPACE

Rabbits can’t read’: The
surprising advantages of
singing poems
Susan West
Jenny Loudon
Mariana Fuenzalida

Can we really teach primary
school children about morphology (prefixes, bases
and suffixes)?
Fiona Hamilton

An afternoon teaching orthographic phonology to prep
Julie Shepherd

Filmmaking in an
interdisciplinary curriculum
Marcus Roberts

Empowering voices in a
word-conscious classroom;
collaboration and investigation
at the core
Christine Topfer
Bethany Woolnough
Emma Warren

Teaching and dreaming
Kathryn Coff

Reading Australia - finding
voices through stories
Jantiena Batt

Transmedia narratives in the
English classroom
Susan Bye

Empowering students
with language difficulties
through process drama
Kelly Taylor

Engaging learning and exciting
teaching through digital
technologies and writing
Garreth John Wigg

Empowering social-issues
picturebook explorations:
Understanding the identity work
and agency negotiated with
diverse groups of students with a
view to fostering students’ social
and interpretive competence
Sue Wilson
Edwin Creely

Crafting articles for a
teacher audience
Robyn Henderson
Linda Mahony
Gloria Latham
Jennifer Rennie

Nothing is more important
than the readers thinking
Felicity Carmody
Maree Findlay
Katie Dean

Changing the story - from
participants to partners
through KindiLink
Caroline Barratt-Pugh

Finding your coaching Voice
Jane Denny
Mary Brown

The savvy use of BYOD for
becoming literate
Jann Carroll

Close reading in the literacy
classroom
Oliver Woollett
Hermione Paddle

2:00 pm

1:05 PM - 2:00 PM - LUNCH & EXHIBITION SPACE

Voicing the imagination with
poetry
Emma Rose Smith

Verbal is vital: Let’s talk!
Jen McVeity

3:20 pm

3:00 pm

2:30 pm

A writing conversation
Catherine Nash

Leading writing to empower
student and teacher voice
Jemma Rust
Georgina Gunson
Helen Chatto

Creating authentic purposes
for crafting stories: a road
map to inspire reluctant
writers
Cate Doherty

Connecting our students with
Australian literature: insights from
teacher librarians
Margaret K. Merga

Literacy assessment in the early
years, a changing landscape
Martina Tassone

5:00 pm

4:05 PM - 4:30 PM - AFTERNOON TEA & EXHIBITION SPACE
Keynote Speaker
Kathy Headley

5:30 PM - CLOSE
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Keynote speaker
Jessica Zacher
Pandya

Keynote speaker
Bruce Pascoe

Why are we doing this?:
Empowering student voice
to drive powerful learning
Iesha Siotis
Erin McMahon
Emily Gregory
Helen Middleton

Teacher reading content
knowledge: A new lens
Kellie Picker

Nurturing word inquirers
Kristen Smith
Clare Polubinski

Early Childhood / Primary

Secondary

Middle Years

Tertiary

Delacombe

Day 2
Latrobe

Hopetoun

Hotham

Please go to Ballrooms 1, 2 ,3

The texts that rattle and shake
Steve Shann
CeCe Edwards

Schools that do and schools that
don’t: The rise of commercial literacy
programs
Zahara Forte

A literacy journey: Introducing English
literacy in the early years of school
Janice Ulukita
Folia Tohovaka

Strategies for fostering a safe
and creative classroom, a range
of texts featuring diverse voices,
including her own junior fiction
novel, Songbird, to inspire
students to put their own lived
experience into words
Ingrid Laguna

Learning about learners’ language
and literacy learning experiences
through trajectory grids
Julie Choi
Yvette Slaughter
Hayley Black

Exploring Indigeneity and literacy in
primary schools through reimagining
poetry
Edwin Creely
Sue Wilson
Davina Woods

12:00 pm

Validating voice: Beyond the conference
Rebecca Keough

Teaching to the NAPLAN writing test:
Why some teachers do and some
teachers don’t
Robyn Greaves
Robbie Moore

Bandscales: Empowering English
literacy and language teaching
and learning
Gail Hager
Rose Marie Koppe

Reading for multicultural students
Derek Hamptom

12:30 pm

11:00 am

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM - MORNING TEA & EXHIBITION SPACE

Disrupting LGBTIQ+ bullying and
violence in schools through the English
curriculum
Chris Walsh
Louise Townsin

Confirming identity and engaging
writers in the middle years
Janet Dutton
Jacqueline D’warte
Joanne Rossbridge
Kathy Rushton

What do you do with an idea?
Teaching about metaphor using
quality literature
Linda-Dianne Willis

The significant impact of the lexical
quality hypothesis on the reading ability
Anastasios Ntousas

11:30 am

Building the connection between home
and school reading
Andrea Lowe
Super Sentences
Claire Cripps
Let’s ask the children: Literacy and what
counts at big school?
Lyn Cronin

The Missing Peace - exploring the
Indigenous colonial experience and
literature
Alex Wharton

2:00 pm

1:05 PM - 2:00 PM - LUNCH & EXHIBITION SPACE

The LitSTEM Collective
Claire Nailon
Majella Shiel

Off-road writing: Breaking the
essay rules
Narelle Wood

Translating achievement data into
high yield literacy strategies with
literacy impact coaches
Lee Anne Dunstall
Ben Heathcote

The authentic writing folio: An
assessment alternative
Hugh Gundlach

Improving student narrative
writing: introducing a functional
approach
Lynette Lingard

Supporting senior-secondary
biology students to present key
understandings and maintain
cohesion in short-answer
examination-style verbal written
responses
Lisl Fenwick
Ritu Tyagi

Becoming literacy teachers: “I did not
realise how much it takes to teach
literacy”
Helen Pearson

Across the curriculum literacy
addressing falling writing and
argument standards in secondary
education
Matthew Jordan

Design experiments – planning and
implementing writing experiences
supported by technology
Josef English

Marvel Comics: the focal point to
develop students’ voice and improve
their writing skills
Robert Vanderburg
Benjamin Halpin
Michelle A. Vanderburg

Telling our own stories:
PechaKuchas in the English
classroom
Rogan Jacobson

Kids news: Teaching literacy through
the power of news
Toni Hetherington

Using media to share our stories
Michelle A. Vanderburg
Charlotte Logan
Birgit Sambell
Janita Ruhle

3:30 pm

3:00 pm

2:30 pm

Hitting the right note with reading
Debra Batley
Creating a literacy rich school
Helen Chatto
Can you covertly teach resilience skills
through a novel study?
Sonia McCarthy

Questioning for comprehension, blended
materials
Gail Brown

4:05 PM - 4:30 PM - AFTERNOON TEA & EXHIBITION SPACE
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Friday 12
9:00 am

Ballroom 1

Ballroom 2

Ballroom 3

Early Childhood / Primary

Secondary

Middle Years

Tertiary

Stradbroke

Huntingfield

9:00 am - ALEA Award: ALEA Citation of Ment Award for Literacy
(The Garth Boomer Award)
9:30 am - Plenary - Lachlann Carter

1:00 pm

12:30 pm

12:00 pm

11:30 am

11:00 am

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM - MORNING TEA & EXHIBITION SPACE

Story making and telling
with Digital Games: Digital
games in the classroom
Catherine Beavis
Joanne O’Mara

Transforming literacy
learning through drama in
the primary years
John Nicholas Saunders
Robyn Ewing AM

Empowering students to
comprehend the language
of stories
Susan Taylor

Right approach at the right
time - visible learning for
literacy
Sally Learey

Tracking our Thinking
- Creating Successful
Reading Journals in the
Classrooms
Fiona Jackson
Cathlin Smart

Using AR to support and
stimulate children’s writing
Oakley Grace

Story power! Analysing story
retells to enhance literacy
teaching
Debra Hannagan
Mystique Dia

Implementing a whole school
approach to literacy in the
secondary school
Fiona Walker

2:15 pm
3:00 PM - CLOSE
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Extending science
knowledge through literacy
Lyn Reggett
Nicki Unsworth

Viewing the present:
diverse voices in
children’s screen content
Janine Kelly
Peter Maggs

Literacy through inquiry:
empowering our students
through connections
Sylvia Headon
Georgina Sofatzis
Megan Beit

The alphabetic principle:
Teaching children how
to ‘look at’ and ‘write’ the
letters of the alphabet
Noella M Mackenzie

Cultivating citizens:
Empowering voices through
creative connections
Wendy Cave
Sophie Bissell
Louise Coombes
Faith Bentley

Voiceless Voice Composing Visual Texts with
Agency and Impact
Wendy Cave

Narrative - A Writer’s ‘s guide
to telling stories
Richard McRoberts

1:30 PM - 2:15 PM - LUNCH & EXHIBITION SPACE
Plenary
David Hornsby

Reflecting the past: my
place in the primary
classroom
Janine Kelly
Aleesha Paz

Effective benchmarking
of reading
Carmel Small

Text creation practices in
early years classrooms
Mitchell Parker
Brittany Rayner
Isobel Short
Emily Hunter

Early Childhood / Primary

Secondary

Middle Years

Tertiary

Day 3

9:00 am

Delacombe

Latrobe

Hopetoun

Hotham

Please go to Ballrooms 1, 2 ,3

School leaders empowering voice and shaping
identity: Personalising literacy learning through
teacher and student collaborative inquiry
Allison Edmonds
Robyn Watson

How I got my teenage students to read more,
and to like it
Dawn Grant-Skiba

1:00 pm

12:30 pm

11:30 am

Give me one word to describe your book
Robyn English

12:00 pm

11:00 am

10: 30 AM - 11:00 AM - MORNING TEA & EXHIBITION SPACE

Reading and belonging for international
students
Jack Tan
Asking the write questions: empowering
students as writers
Mathew Lillyst

The power of instructional leadership to
evoke change
Patricia Reilly
Lisa Howell
Alison Busuttil
Michelle Sultana
The Proud Foots – Your
words! Your story!
Lucas Proudfoot
Challenging gender representation in
texts
Gina Slevec

Connecting the traits to the
writing process
Clare Polubinski

I was wanting to tick the
boxes and do it right:
Becoming a teacher of
literacy
Wendy Carss

Multimodal pedagogies:
exploring the possibilities
Huda Kahwaji

Miscue study: the good, the bad and
the ugly
Gary Kilarr
Promoting ‘The voice’ in
speaking and writing
Pen Layton-Caisley

Fearless and powerful
Tara Blacker

Using human connection and authentic texts
to enhance conferring
Lauren Hateley-Crowe

Multilingual classrooms
Janet Armitage

Teaching environmental
literacy across the
curriculum
Regula Schmid
Crafting multimodal representation
Mandy Newman
Lydia Hamilton

When writing: keep talking
about texts
Kathy Rushton
Joanne Rossbridge

2:15 pm

1:30 PM - 2:15 PM - LUNCH & EXHIBITION SPACE
Plenary session in Ballrooms 1, 2, 3

3:00 PM - CLOSE
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Thursday 11
Teacher Education Special Interest Group Strand
Pullman Hotel, Ground Floor, Jolimont Room
Session 2 | Chair - Angela Thomas
11:00 am - 11:30 am

TESIG Members Meet and Greet
Welcome to the ALEA TESIG stream of the conference. We will start the sessions by taking time to learn a little about the aims of
the TESIG, the program for the day, and of course, time to get to know one another. Come ready to share a little about your context, something interesting about yourself and what you hope the TESIG can offer you.

11:30 am - 12:00 pm

Keeping critical literacy afloat in teacher education
Jennifer Alford; Betina Hsieh; Jessica Zacher Pandya.
Literacy teacher education is presently under considerable pressure to respond to national education agendas that are shaping the
ways in which literacy is presented to beginning teachers. These agendas include things such as: implementing prescribed literacy
curriculum and resources; the “literacy across the curriculum” movement where conceptions of literacy need to be “all things to all
people”; and an enduring emphasis on functional literacy including teaching literal reading comprehension.
While all of these elements of learning to be a literacy educator are laudable, we ask: How do we also maintain a robust focus on
critical literacy; on reading the word and the world critically, within teacher education? In this presentation, we share aspects of
our practice within teacher education programs in Queensland, Australia, and in California, USA, that seek to keep critical literacy
afloat in increasingly “critical-lite” (Alford & Kettle, 2017) times. Specifically, we present:
• How critical literacy provides a way of working with linguistic diversity in school classrooms;
• How teacher educators might navigate teaching critical literacy in challenging political moments; and
• The varieties of critical literacy research being done by the 100+ members of the Transnational Critical Literacies Network (TCLN)
in teacher education contexts worldwide.
We argue for the importance of maintaining the presence of critical literacy in literacy teacher education programs for its power to
foreground student voice and diverse identities, and to disrupt dangerously limiting notions of what it means to be literate today.

Session 3 | Chair: Vinh To
12:00 pm - 12:30 pm

Reading Australia Resources
Jessica Mantei and Aleesha Paz
Teachers have access to an abundance of literacy resources, and it is clear that different resources offer different opportunities
for literacy and literature learning. Reading Australia offers resources for classroom teachers written by classroom teachers.
These resources link syllabus outcomes with quality children’s literature that share stories and perspectives on our lives. In this
presentation, the Reading Australia website and resources will be briefly showcased followed by findings from a project where final
year preservice teachers examined selected resources from the site. Shared will be the experiences of a teacher educator and
preservice teachers as they worked with Reading Australia resources during a subject focused on using children’s literature in the
later primary years of school.

12:30 pm - 1:00 pm

Explorers, mountains and plateaus: pre-service teachers’ perceptions of different English pedagogical approaches
Nathan Lowien
Pre-service teachers are brave adventurers learning to traverse the different terrain of English pedagogical approaches. They
require knowledge practices to assist them to successfully navigate and conquer the mountains and plateaus of information,
required by the Australian Curriculum: English. This paper will report on a pilot survey concerning pre-service teachers’ perceptions
of the knowledge practices of the Australian Curriculum: English (Maton & Howard, 2016) and their self-efficacy regarding different
English pedagogical approaches (Bernstein, 2003; Freebody & Luke, 1990; Kalantzis, Cope, Chan, & Dalley-Trim, 2016; Martin,
1997) utilised in the application of these knowledge practices within a balanced English programme. Comparisons will be made
between students’ pedagogical self-efficacy results as an indication of their current capacity as knowers to implement English
pedagogical practices for the teaching of the required knowledge stands of the Australian Curriculum English. Implications from this
research will be used to inform the planning and implementation of English courses for pre-service teachers.

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
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LUNCH

TESIG

2:00 pm - 2:15 pm

DES101: ‘Prepare yourself’. Online resources developed for initial teacher education students and national literacy testing
Kerry-Ann O’Sullivan
TTEMAG (Teacher Education Ministerial Advisory Group) Recommendation 13 (2015, p.xv) from the report of the Australian
Government Department of Education and Training, requires preservice teachers to demonstrate through testing that they are
in the top 30 per cent of the population in personal literacy and numeracy. This has implications for Initial Teacher Educators in
supporting tertiary students to build their personal language and literacy competencies and to achieve their educational outcomes.
DES101: Prepare yourself: enhance your literacy skills (Macquarie University, NSW) was developed in response to the introduction
in July 2016 of the LANTITE (Literacy and Numeracy Test for Initial Teacher Education). This brief presentation to the Teacher
Education Special Interest Group (TESIG) shows a customised independent learning space with a suite of on line resources
designed for the enhancement of our preservice teachers’ personal literacy skills in reading and technical writing that also include
self-directed modules. We collaborated with current students to create video presentations to guide various informative sections.
The site provides a full two-hour practice test with a feedback chart and it offers online references at an individual point of need. All
our initial teacher education students are enrolled as users.

2:15 pm - 2:30 pm

Examining English teachers’ technological pedagogical content knowledge in multimodal literacy
Lynde Tan
Several studies have been undertaken to develop instruments to measure English teachers’ TPACK but few studies have
measured English teachers’ TPACK to develop meaningful relationships among technology, content and pedagogy in the context
whereby literacy should be associated to a range of semiotic modes beyond the written language. The interactions with a
wider range of texts across modes, media and contexts point to the need for an instrument that can measure English teachers’
TPACK in the context of teaching multimodal literacy. In this study, we investigated what factors and items were necessary for
examining preservice teachers’ TPACK required to teach multimodal literacy. The proposed TPACK instrument was validated
with 220 preservice teachers across three institutions in Indonesia, China and Australia where multimodal meaning making
was addressed differently in the initial teacher programs. The study shows that the proposed eight-factor instrument generally
expressed acceptable validity and reliability and was appropriate for assessing preservice teachers’ TPACK for multimodal literacy.
Implications and further research are discussed with the aim of equipping preservice teachers with the capabilities to integrate
content, pedagogy, technology and understand the complex interdependence of contextually bound factors that influence their
classroom readiness in teaching literacy.

2:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Empowering school student, teacher and preservice teacher voice in tertiary learning.
Riswanda Setiadi and Ilfiandra
The teaching of primary English through a dialogic, praxis and WIL focus is a win-win-win for school classroom teachers and students, and Tabor’s preservice teachers.
Reflection on traditional university instruction, viewing present needs, PST needs and scripting a new future for best practice in
teaching and learning led to new valuing of school teacher and student voice in initial teacher education.
To better integrate theory and practice (praxis) in primary English, we collaborate with a school – beyond formal professional
experience placements (which generally only occur once or twice a year.) My first year Primary English class experiences a
Focus Area Placement – three visits to a school, focusing on reading, writing and spelling and best practice, as work-integrated
learning experience. Each visit focuses on an area of Literacy, includes a summary lecture, observation in classes of explicit
instruction, time working with children, practicing knowledge and skills, and a debrief session. Classroom teachers and preservice
teachers dialogue together, and learning from practice has immediate application. Evidence indicates this has been an outstanding
collaborative opportunity for all. “Good to do what we are learning.” “Relevant – it actually involves children!”

Session 5 | Chair: Angela Thomas
3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Teacher Educators - Working with the mainstream media
Beryl Exley
Teacher educators are in a privileged position in that they have the option of engaging with media. It’s an excellent opportunity to
push out messages about our work in teacher education and also the work of our preservice teachers and teacher colleagues. Our
teacher colleagues working in schools are often not afforded equal speaking rights, even when their profession is being unfairly
represented by the mainstream media. They are often bound by employment protocols or are simply time poor. Working with
the mainstream media is, however, not always a level playing field, and not all players use the same rule book. In this workshop
I recount some experiences of working with the mainstream media, both the good, the bad and the downright ugly. I offer some
ideas for getting started, setting some ground rules for yourself and keeping your dignity and sanity in the era of anonymous
trolling. The workshop will also include some opportunities to role play live radio and television interviews in small supportive
groups.

3:30 pm - 4:00 pm

Planning for the future of TESIG
Angela Thomas, Lynde Tan and Vinh To
In this session Angela Thomas, Lynde Tan and Vinh To will share some of the suggestions people have put forward for the future
of the TESIG. We will plan out some potential activities/events to keep us going between conferences, and hope to find some
volunteers to collaborate with us, to help us grow as a group.
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Keynote
Peter Bowers is the founder of the WordWorks Literacy Center in Ontario, Canada. In his career,
he has worked as an elementary classroom teacher, researcher, writer, and worldwide presenter.
He’s a sought-after speaker in North America, Europe, Africa, Asia, and Australia. Using his methods,
teachers can revolutionise spelling instruction into a dynamic opportunity to foster logical thinking,
vocabulary development, and deepen literacy skills.
Structured Word Inquiry: The joy of understanding spelling
Most students and teachers see English spelling as a frustrating system full of exceptions to the lettersound correspondences taught in schools. For some, this is merely an annoyance; for others, the
consequences are devastating. In this talk, Dr. Bowers shows that we can see the remarkable logic
and order of English orthography when we understand the interrelationship of morphology, etymology
and phonology. Through examples of structured word inquiry (SWI) in classes from pre-school to high
school, attendees will learn how countless spellings typically taught as “irregular” actually use reliable
conventions to mark meaningful connections between words. Dr. Bowers shows that investigating
and understanding how our writing system works motivates and supports literacy learning as well as
learning in all subject areas.
The phrase “structured word inquiry” (SWI) was first used to describe the instructional approach in
Bowers and Kirby’s (2010) vocabulary intervention based on scientific inquiry of the spelling system.
Bowers, Kirby and Deacon’s seminal meta-analysis of morphological instruction (2010) found that,
contrary to long-held assumptions, less able and younger students gained the most from morphological
instruction. This finding was corroborated by subsequent research (Goodwin & Ahn, 2010, 2013). For
over a decade, Bowers has been working with educators around the world to bring this linguistic
understanding of our writing system to learners of all ages and abilities.
This talk draws from practical instructional examples and addresses the place of SWI in the research.
Those new to SWI are sure to learn a great deal about English spelling. Not only will this talk clarify
how our fascinating spelling system works, but it will also reveal the surprising joy with which students
and educators around the world are investigating English spelling.

Sheena Cameron is an experienced primary/elementary teacher who has taught in New Zealand,
England and the United States. She has lectured at the Faculty of Education at Auckland University
and was also Director of Kohia Education Centre at the university. Her current work includes
facilitating workshops and providing in-school support literacy in New Zealand and internationally.
Sheena regularly works in classrooms to keep in touch with the real world of teaching. Her
interest in literacy led to the publication of The Reading Activity Handbook. She has also written
The Publishing and Display Handbook is based on current research in reading comprehension
and outlines how to translate this into realistic classroom practice. Most recently, Sheena has
co-authored two books with Louise Dempsey, The Writing Book and The Oral Language Book.
Shared reading – isn’t that for little kids?
Shared reading is a powerful teaching approach that can be included at all levels and across the
curriculum. In this keynote, Louise and Sheena will share how the shared reading approach can
support students to develop comprehension, critical thinking skills and engage in quality discussions.
Co-presenting with Louise Dempsey

Louise Dempsey is an experienced teacher, consultant and trainer who has worked in New
Zealand and the United Kingdom. She facilitates literacy training in New Zealand and Australia and
provides in-school professional learning. She has completed a range of writing projects for New
Zealand and English publishers, including the Department of Education in the United Kingdom.
Louise and Sheena Cameron are co-authors of The Writing Book and The Oral Language Book.
Shared reading – isn’t that for little kids?
Shared reading is a powerful teaching approach that can be included at all levels and across the
curriculum. In this keynote, Louise and Sheena will share how the shared reading approach can
support students to develop comprehension, critical thinking skills and engage in quality discussions.
Co-presenting with Sheena Cameron
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Speakers
Kathy N. Headley is professor of literacy education at Clemson University. In her current role as senior
associate dean, Dr. Headley provides leadership and support in the College of Education and the
College of Behavioral, Social, and Health Sciences. With an emphasis on instruction for struggling
readers, public school teaching is her educational foundation.
Dr. Headley’s professional expertise includes adolescent literacy and writing with specialized interests
in comprehension and vocabulary. She has published articles on young adult and children’s literature
in journals such as Reading Teacher and ALAN Review along with research on motivation in Journal of
Adolescent and Adult Literacy. Her authored/co-authored chapters are found in Vocabulary-Enriched
Classroom, Comprehension Instruction, and Comprehension Instruction: Building on the Past and
Improving Instruction for Today’s Students. Dr. Headley co-edited IRA’s Adolescent Literacy, Field
Tested and Guildford’s Comprehension Instruction: Research-based Best Practices, 3rd edition.
Prior to her election to the IRA/ILA Board of Directors (2010-2013), she served both as president
and state coordinator for the South Carolina Reading Association. Across her educational career, Dr.
Headley has served on numerous committees for both the international and state organizations. In
addition to recently chairing the Adolescent Literacy Committee, her presidential term for ILA begins
July 1, 2019.
Engaging in Literacy: Students, Teachers, Families
In tune with the conference theme of Literacy Empowering Voices, Dr. Headley’s presentation will
involve the audience in exploring literacy engagement and motivation through research into practice.
Key connections will incorporate ILA’s Children’s Choices and Young Adults’ Choices (2019, 2018)
along with creating linkages with family literacy through the universality of storytelling. Lastly, ILA’s
mission for “Transforming Lives Through Literacy” will culminate the session.

Jessica Zacher Pandya is Chair of Liberal Studies and Professor of Teacher Education and Liberal
Studies at California State University, Long Beach. Her work investigates the literacy practices of
English learners. Her latest book is Exploring Critical Digital Literacy Practices: Everyday Video in a
Dual Language Context (Routledge, 2018). Pandya, a former kindergarten teacher, has published in
journals such as Research in the Teaching of English, Teachers College Record, Language Arts, and
The Australian Journal of Language and Literacy. Pandya is the Past Chair of the American Educational
Research Association Writing and Literacies Special interest Group. She and the other Executive Board
members of the Writing & Literacies SIG have recently edited the Handbook of Writing, Literacies, and
Education in Digital Cultures(Routledge, 2018).
In this keynote, I will introduce a four-year project I conducted in Southern California with several
third-fifth grade teachers and children aged 8-10 years. Guided by the question “What kinds of literacy
practices emerge when students participate in ongoing cycles of everyday digital video composition in
language arts, social studies, and science curricula?” I worked with children and teachers to create over
300 videos on iPads in the course of the project. The classrooms were inclusive; English learners and
children with special needs participated, with modifications as needed, in the video projects.
I will first review research in the areas of 1) digital video composition and 2) special education technology,
arguing that there is a gap. Children with special needs are left out of much digital video research, and
special education research most often focuses on assistive capabilities of technology but not on its
productive capacities for literacy outcomes. To fill in this gap, I focus on the video work of two children,
both English learners, with different special needs: a boy with several learning disabilities and a girl with
autism. I examine the kinds of texts and identities both were able to share, focusing on their intersectional
identities, their critical digital literacies practices, and the ways the inclusive video process offered them
pathways to craft powerful stories in school. I argue that video making projects such as these must have
space for all children, and that researchers and teachers can work together to create such opportunities.
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National
Jon Callow teaches and researches at the University of Sydney, as well as coordinating the Master of Teaching
Primary program. He is an experienced primary teacher, academic and literacy educator, having worked in
schools, universities and in professional development for teachers in Australia and internationally. His areas
of research include visual and multimodal literacies, digital media, children’s literature, pedagogy, creativity
and engagement. His current projects include an international research project in the area of knowledgeable
and engaging literacy teaching, as well as research into children’s engagement with and understanding of
images in picture books and other multimodal texts.
Dr Jon Callow teaches and researches at the University of Sydney. His areas of research include visual and
multimodal literacies, digital media, children’s literature, pedagogy, creativity and engagement.
The modes and meanings of stories: Thoughts on scripting our futures as we reflect on the past and
view the present.
Stories by their nature intertwine past, present and future. As babies, we begin our language development
immersed in stories from the past and present. We grow up listening, reading and viewing narratives across
our lives, from spoken liturgy, communal stories and printed novels to movies, music and multimodal digital
experiences. As English educators we share, write, tell and script narratives for and with our students, who
will take them forward to a new generation. This keynote shares some thoughts about how we might reflect
the value of the past in our personal and professional lives, view the present with its increasing range of
multimodal experiences and consider how these things might help us script the future as teachers and fellow
storytellers.
Lachlann Carter is co-founder and Director of 100 Story Building, a centre for creative learning based in
Footscray, Melbourne. Since its doors opened in 2013, nearly 25,000 children and young people from
across Melbourne have participated in 100 Story Building’s free and low-fee programs. These include Early
Harvest, an annual literary journal created by an editorial committee of grade 5 & 6 students. In this time,
Lachlann has delivered numerous professional learning programs to schools across Melbourne, focused on
collaborative creative literacy program design. He has presented at education conferences across Australia,
and in London, Amsterdam and Singapore. He has served on the selection panels for the Dromkeen Medal
and the State Library of Victoria Children’s Literature Fellowship, as well as a number of education and arts
network committees.
Courageous Acts of Creativity
Donald Gaves championed the teacher as writer. “The teaching of writing demands the control of two crafts,
teaching and writing. They can neither be avoided, nor separated.”
He advocated that in order to teach, teachers need to immerse themselves in the craft of writing, experience
the challenge and discover effective writing strategies through their own creative process. Through this, and
drawing on their understanding of their students needs, they can develop meaningful teaching strategies to
support children in the development of their own craft.
This is easier said than done. The prospect of diving into a creative work, when you yourself may not identify
as a creative person, or feel you lack in creative strategies, can be daunting. Which is exactly the point.
We ask children every day to take creative risks that require courage and confidence. But how can we do
this, when we are not prepared to open ourselves to these challenges? In order to create the environment
and culture that is conducive to creative risk taking, we need to model not just the end product of our own
process, but the process itself. We need to share our trepidation, fumble openly through ideas, try things out,
make mistakes, and share out load the wonderful realisation that those mistakes are free, totally unexpected
ideas.
As one teacher put it, “If we want our students to approach writing with a sense of adventure, we teachers
need to do the same.”
This address will look at ways teachers can embark on that journey of creative discovery together with their
students. I will share stories of student and teacher engagement from programs delivered by 100 Story
Building in partnership with schools, highlighting the principles that underpin our work, and concrete teaching
strategies that support children to develop their own creative voice.
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Speakers
Maxine Beneba Clarke is the ABIA and Indie award-winning author of the memoir The Hate Race, the short
fiction collection Foreign Soil (which is a current VCE Literature text), the poetry collection Carrying The
World, and several critically acclaimed children’s books, including the recently released Fashionista. She is
the editor of Growing Up African in Australia, and her poetry is published nationally every weekend, as The
Saturday Paper’s Poet Laureate.
Van T Rudd originally from Nambour, Queensland Van is an artist and musician who has been producing and
exhibiting art for 20 years. Based in Melbourne’s west, his visual art includes painting pictures on city walls,
creating sci-fi political art, and placing hyper-real sculptures in public places. He also paints murals for trade
unions, illustrates children’s books and is a dedicated football player (the world game that is). He has been
involved in various collectives including DAAG (Darebin Artists Action Group, 1997), A-17P (Artists of the
17th Parallel, 2009), The Rich Forks (2016), and Workers’ Art Collective (2018).
Literacy empowering voices: The language of stories changing the world.
Maxine and Van will be speaking about their journey’s as author and illustrator of The Patchwork Bike a
CBCA Honour Book for 2017 and winner of the 2017 Crichton Award for Children’s Book Illustration, and of
the prestigious Boston Globe / Horn Books Picture Book Prize for 2019. For Maxine from: poet and young
adult author, and Van: street artist, sculptor, musician, and why they think writing and illustrating for young
children is a vital aspect of Literacy empowering voices.
Morris Gleitzman is a bestselling Australian children’s author and the current Australian Children’s Laureate.
His books explore serious and sometimes confronting subjects in humorous and unexpected ways. His titles
include Two Weeks With The Queen, Grace, Doubting Thomas, Bumface, Toad Rage, Give Peas A Chance,
Extra Time, Loyal Creatures, Help Around The House, and the series Once, Then, Now, After, Soon and
Maybe. Morris lives in Brisbane and Sydney, and his books are published in more than twenty countries.
Creating a future with stories
Young people need stories more than ever if they are to embrace an often dark and uncertain world with
optimism, resolve and creativity.
Stories have always helped us explore what is it to be human, and what might be possible in our lives. Our
young people face many challenges in the years ahead. Not just searching for the possibilities in their own
lives, but also for what is possible for our entire human enterprise. Central among the things that will help
equip them for this journey are stories.
David Hornsby was with the Ministry of Education in Victoria for 28 years and taught every year level.
For 4 years, he was a curriculum consultant in primary and secondary schools and then returned to the
primary classroom. He was principal of a school he loved for 5 years, and was awarded Teacher of the
Year (Group Award). He is now working as a curriculum consultant in schools and in teacher education. He
has completed many lecture tours of the United States and the United Kingdom. He has also worked with
teachers in China, Costa Rica, Indonesia, Malta, New Zealand and Singapore.
He has written or co-authored many popular books, including Write On, Read On, Novel Approaches,
Sounds Great, Planning for English, Planning Curriculum Connections and others. His book, A Closer Look
at Guided Reading, won “The 2001 Australian Awards for Excellence in Educational Publishing.” His latest
book, Teaching Phonics in Context, was co-authored with Lorraine Wilson.

Bruce Pascoe is a writer of Tasmanian, Bunurong and Yuin descent. In the multi award-winning Dark Emu,
Bruce argues that systems of food production and land management have been blatantly understated in
modern retellings of early Aboriginal history. His works of fiction for children include the CBCA shortlisted
Mrs Whitlam (2016), Seahorse (2015) and the Prime Minister’s Literary Award-winning Fog a Dox (2012). In
2018, Bruce was the recipient of the Australia Council for the Arts prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award
for Literature. A children’s version of Dark Emu will be published by Magabala Books in 2019. marketing@
magabala.com
The language of stories
Bruce will be speaking about the role of literature for in reflecting the past, viewing the present and scripting
the future and his recent publication Young dark Emu - A Truer History.
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Thousands of fascinating literacy resources at your Þngertips!
Join us now at www.teachiÞc.com.au
Allow curious learners to imagine, see patterns and leap to new
understandings. Thousands of innovative literacy resources have been
created by literary expert, author and teacher, Sharon Callen. At TeachiÞc, our
mission is to inspire and support you with fun and interactive resources,
grounded in academic research, and over 30 years of classroom experience.
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Imagine a vibrant writing classroom
full of ideas, laughter and energy.
Students are engaged and contributing;
writing with passion and sharing
with excitement.

That’s what a Seven Steps
classroom looks like.

Australia’s largest and most engaging educator of writing literacy

Teachers from over
3,000 schools trained

improvement in writing
scores in just 10 weeks

Australia-wide PD
for teachers and schools

www.sevenstepswriting.com
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