
 
Biography  
Biography
Anna McMichael is a violinist, artistic researcher and educator in demand as an experienced musician able to perform
diverse styles of music from early to experimental. She was awarded a Queen's Jubilee scholarship to study with Vera
Beths at the Royal Conservatorium, the Hague in The Netherlands and has a Master's in Historical Musicology from King's
College, London, and a Doctorate from Sydney Conservatorium. Anna lived in Europe for 17 years, performing with the
Netherlands Chamber Orchestra, Amsterdam Sinfonietta, Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra and London Sinfonietta and
with ensembles including the ASKO/Schonberg Ensemble, Nieuw Ensemble, Ives Ensemble and Ensemble MAE.
Anna has been concertmaster of a Netherlands Opera production and as both guest Assistant Concertmaster and
Principle Second of the Netherlands Ballet Orchestra (Holland Symfonia). She has also played lead violin of Ensemble
Remix in Portugal and in Germany with the Ensemble Modern and guest lead violin of MusikFabrik. Anna has toured
numerous major European festivals and given premieres by many leading international composers.
 
Anna has performed regularly with Australian groups including Australian Haydn Ensemble, Australian Chamber
Orchestra, Pinchgut Opera, Australian Classical and Romantic Orchestra, Ensemble Offspring and the Australian World
Orchestra and is a core member of leading early music specialists, Ironwood and Genesis Baroque in Melbourne. Anna
was Co-artistic Director of the Tyalgum Music Festival between 2014 and 2019 during which time it was awarded prizes
for regional excellence by APRA/AMC. She has a large solo, duo and ensemble discography on many international labels.
She performs at many festivals around Australia, with appearances recently at Mona Foma, Canberra International
Festival of Music, Sydney and Adelaide Festivals, Vivid in Sydney, and Metropolis in Melbourne.
Anna is the Classical Convenor and Strings Coordinator at the Sir Zelman Cowen School of Music and Performance. She
lectures and teaches at undergraduate and postgraduate levels in string performance, music research, research skills,
artistic methodology, music history and culture, historical performance practice, ensemble skills, and new music
performance. 
 
Research Interests
 

String playing traditions 

Historical performing practices 

Contemporary art music in Australia 

19th and early 20th-century Australian music 

Composer/performer collaborations 

The climate crisis and environmental communication through music 

Interdisciplinary collaboration 
 
www.annamcmichael.com
 
Qualifications 

 
Employment 

Dr. Anna McMichael
Performance Classical
Email: Anna.McMichael@monash.edu

Music, Doctor of Musical Arts, University of Sydney
Award Date: 6 May 2019
Historical Musicology, Masters, King's College London
Violin, Graduate certificate, Koninklijk Conservatorium Den Haag (Royal Conservatoire The Hague)
violin, Bachelor Music, University of Adelaide

Senior Lecturer
Performance Classical
MONASH UNIVERSITY
4 Feb 2019 → present



Research outputs  
Commerce and culture: Music emporia and modernity in late nineteenth-century Australia
McMichael, A., Murphy, K. & Healy, J., 14 Sept 2025, (Accepted/In press) In: Australian Historical Studies. 21 p.

  
Lady amateurs and women musicians: parlour music composers in 1890s Australia
McMichael, A., Healy, J. & Murphy, K., 2025, (Accepted/In press) In: Women's History Review. 22 p.

  
Activating a music festival: Extending musical practices by composing with communities
McMichael, A., 2023, In: International Journal of Community Music. 16, 1, p. 95-111 17 p.

  
The Esterházy musicians: shaping Haydn and the symphony genre
McMichael, A. (Performer) & McIntosh, S. (Performer), 2023

  
Scenes from the Bundian Way
McMichael, A. (Performer), Devenish, L. (Performer), Noble, J. (Performer), Ward, B. (Performer) & Blay, J. (Performer),
8 May 2022

  
Climate Notes
McMichael, A. (Performer), Devenish, L. (Performer), Duggan, J. (Other), Roux, N. (Designer), van Reyk, B. (Composer),
Milliken, C. (Composer), Blinkhorn, D. (Composer), Barbeler, D. (Composer) & Crismani, D. (Composer), 2022

  
‘Climate Notes’ live performances
McMichael, A. (Performer), Devenish, L. (Performer), Barbeler, D. (Performer), Milliken, C. (Performer), van Reyk, B.
(Performer), Blinkhorn, D. (Performer), Moore, K. (Performer) & Crismani, D. (Performer), 2022

  
Learning from landscapes: new musical works
McMichael, A. (Performer), Devenish, L. (Performer), Noble, J. (Performer), Ward, B. (Performer), Avery, E. (Composer
and Performer) & Blay, J. (Performer), 2022

  
The Bloodwood Series
Devenish, L. (Performer), McMichael, A. (Performer), Sheldon, J. (Performer), Barbeler, D. (Performer) & Moore , K.
(Composer), 2022

  
Visiting Eucalyptus: The Bloodwood Series
Devenish, L. (Performer), McMichael, A. (Performer), Sheldon, J. (Performer), Barbeler, D. (Composer) & Moore , K.
(Composer), 2022

  
Violin effects from the early nineteenth century: the extended techniques of Pierre Baillot
McMichael, A., Dec 2021, In: Nineteenth-Century Music Review. 18, 3, p. 565-586 22 p.

  
Classical musicians in Australia during the 1850s Gold Rush: the colonial tour of Miska Hauser, virtuoso violinist
McMichael, A. & Healy, J., 2021, In: Musicology Australia. 43, 1-2, p. 40-60 21 p.

  
Ironwood: Rediscovering lost Romantic Chamber Performance practices
McMichael, A. (Performer), Peres Da Costa, N. (Performer), Yeadon, D. (Performer), Wilson, R. (Performer) & Beesley, R.
(Architect), 2020

  
Ironwood: Rediscovering lost Romantic Chamber Performance practices: ABC Classics: Romantic Dreams: Quintets for
Piano and Strings by Farrenc and Saint-Saëns 
McMichael, A. (Performer), Peres Da Costa, N. (Performer), Yeadon, D. (Performer), Wilson, R. (Performer) & Beesley, R.
(Performer), 2020

 



Open Polar Sea, Solo violin elegy for polar ice
McMichael, A. (Composer), Blinkhorn, D. (Composer), Barbeler, D. (Composer) & Fuhler, C. (Composer), 2020

  
Activating a village through community music-making
McMichael, A. (Performer) & Tomlinson, V. (Performer), 2019

  
Creating successful composer and community experimental collaborative musical works/performances that connect
people and place
McMichael, A. (Performer) & Tomlinson , V. (Performer), 2019

  
Ironwood: Rediscovering lost romantic chamber performance practices - Camille Saint-Saëns Quintet for piano and strings
in A minor, Op 14
McMichael, A. (Performer), Peres Da Costa, N. (Performer), Yeadon, D. (Performer), Wilson, R. (Architect) & Beesley, R.
(Performer), 2019

  
The Vanishing: recreating an electronic score on acoustic instruments
McMichael, A. (Composer and Performer), Ng, M. (Composer), Ambarchi, O. (Composer), Serrault, V. (Composer and
Performer), Edwardes, C. (Composer and Performer) & van Reyk, B. (Composer and Performer), 2019

  
Classical Lyricism & Fervour: Juan Crisóstomo de Arriaga y Balzola String Quartet No. 3 in E flat major 
Beesley, R. (Performer), McMichael, A. (Performer), Oswell, S. (Performer) & Yeadon, D. (Performer), 15 Sept 2018

  
Viennese Treats: Anton Eberl Piano quartet in G minor, Op. 25 
McMichael, A. (Performer), Kancachian, G. (Performer), Yeadon, D. (Performer) & Peres Da Costa, N. (Performer), 8 Aug
2018

  
Creative tension: Interventions by human means, textiles and electronics to energise and augment violin playing
McMichael, A. (Composer), Barbeler, D. (Photographer) & Moore, K. (Performer), 2018

  
Lost Pages from the Book of Memory and Forgetting
McMichael, A. (Performer), Yeadon, D. (Performer), Beesley, R. (Performer) & Oswell, S. (Performer), 2018

  
Romantic Dreaminess and Turbulence
McMichael, A. (Performer), Peres Da Costa, N. (Performer), Yeadon, D. (Performer), Wilson, R. (Architect) & Beesley, R.
(Performer), 2018

  
Visiting Eucalyptus
Devenish, L. (Performer), McMichael, A. (Performer), Sheldon, J. (Performer), Barbeler, D. (Composer) & Moore , K.
(Composer), 2018

  
Early Romantic Gems: Cambini String quartet in D major for violin, 2 violas and cello, Op. 21, No. 3 Anton Eberl Grand
piano quintet in G minor, Op. 41 
McMichael, A. (Performer), Dowling, D. (Performer), Kancachian, G. (Performer), Yeadon, D. (Performer) & Peres Da
Costa, N. (Performer), 2017

  
From Schumann to Brahms: New Paths: Brahms Piano trio in C major, Op. 87, Robert Schumann Piano quintet in E flat
major Op. 44 
Wilson, R. (Performer), McMichael, A. (Performer), Kancachian, G. (Performer), Yeadon, D. (Performer) & Peres Da
Costa, N. (Performer), 2017

  
Researching and performing transcriptions by composers of their own works
McMichael, A. (Performer) & de Borah, D. (Performer), 2017

 



Schubert’s Trout Quintet: Franz Schubert (1797–1828), Piano Quintet in A major, D. 667 (Trout)
McMichael, A. (Performer), Bota, S. (Performer), Yeadon, D. (Performer), Peres Da Costa, N. (Performer) & Naim, R.
(Performer), 27 May 2016

  
Audience interactive experiences with a walk-by inflatable concert tent in which musicians improvise light and sound
performances
McMichael, A. (Performer) & Barbeler, D. (Performer), 2016

  
Sound bubble
McMichael, A. (Producer) & Barbeler, D. (Designer), 2016

  
Viennese vibrations: doctors, lungs and opera
McMichael, A. & McMichael, A. J., 2014, In: The Medical Journal of Australia. 201, 11, p. 685-686 2 p.

  
Lullabies for grown-ups: Researching and performing historical and contemporary lullaby music
McMichael, A. (Developer), Cislowska, T. A. (Performer) & Vigier, I. (Designer), 2012

 
 
Activities  
Omega Ensemble "Concertante" National tour
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
25 Sept 2024 → 4 Oct 2024

  
Rondo Music Festival
McMichael, A. (Visiting researcher)
10 Jun 2024 → 16 Jun 2024

  
Migration Studies Workshop
McMichael, A. (Speaker)
28 May 2024

  
'Beethoven's Emperor', Australian Chamber Orchestra national tour
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
9 Mar 2024 → 24 Mar 2024

  
Master's thesis
McMichael, A. (Examiner)
Mar 2024 → …

  
Handel's 'Theodora', Pinchgut Opera, Opera Australia
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
8 Feb 2024

  
Australian World Orchestra 2023
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
3 Dec 2023 → 6 Dec 2023

  
Peak Plastique
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
9 Apr 2023

  
Pinchgut Opera, Medee by Charpentier
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
1 Dec 2022 → 8 Dec 2022



  
Backstage Music, performance
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
6 Nov 2022

  
Australian Youth Orchestra tutoring and mentoring
McMichael, A. (Organiser)
26 Sept 2022 → 30 Sept 2022

  
Women of the Pieta, Pinchgut Opera, concerts Melbourne and Sydney
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
8 Sept 2022 → 16 Sept 2022

  
Climate Notes, performances and exhibition
McMichael, A. (Contributor) & Devenish, L. (Contributor)
3 Sept 2022 → 18 Sept 2022

  
Musica Viva Strike a Chord, Teachers Conference
McMichael, A. (Invited speaker)
27 Aug 2022

  
The Bloodwood Series, concert
McMichael, A. (Contributor), Devenish, L. (Contributor) & Sheldon, J. (Contributor)
15 Aug 2022

  
Guest Artist Canberra International Music Festival
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
5 May 2022 → 8 May 2022

  
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria fundraiser appearance
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
9 Mar 2022

  
Australian Haydn Ensemble - Adelaide International Arts Festival
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
5 Mar 2022

  
Fundraiser appearance Canberra International Music Festival
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
28 Feb 2022

  
Musicology Australia conference 2021
McMichael, A. (Session chair)
11 Dec 2021

  
Pinchgut Opera - Rameau's Platee
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
25 Nov 2021 → 8 Dec 2021

  
Master of Music Research thesis examinations
McMichael, A. (Examiner)
1 Jun 2021 → 2023

 



Duo Recital with Lisa Moore "Eastern Ripples"
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
28 Feb 2021

  
Musicology Australia Conference 2019
McMichael, A. (Speaker) & Barbeler, D. (Speaker)
5 Dec 2019

  
Violin Pedagogy Conference, Sydney Conservatorium
McMichael, A. (Invited speaker)
27 Sept 2019 → 29 Sept 2019

  
Honours supervisions
McMichael, A. (Speaker)
2019 → 2023

  
Women in the Creative Arts Conference, Australian National University
McMichael, A. (Speaker)
10 Aug 2017

  
Tutoring Sydney Youth Orchestra violins
McMichael, A. (Speaker)
2016 → 2019

  
Co-Artistic Director Tyalgum Music Festival
McMichael, A. (Contributor)
2014 → 2019

 
 
Prizes  
APRA AMCOS Art Music Awards: Tyalgum Music Festival finalist AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN A REGIONAL AREA
McMichael, A. (Recipient), 2017

  
APRA AMCOS Art Music Awards: Tyalgum Music Festival Winner NSW AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN A REGIONAL
AREA
McMichael, A. (Recipient), 2018

  
Arts Faculty Teaching Award for Innovation in Learning and Teaching
McMichael, A. (Recipient), 23 Sept 2021

 
 
Press/Media  
Anna McMichael on how to do it all at once
McMichael, A.
31/08/16
1 item of Media coverage

  
Anna McMichael on Tyalgum Music Festival 2017
McMichael, A.
23/08/17
1 Media contribution

  
BackStage Music launches 2022-23 season
Devenish, L. & McMichael, A.



16/05/23
1 Media contribution

  
CLIMATE NOTES
Devenish, L. & McMichael, A.
10/10/22
1 Media contribution

  
Close Your Eyes and I'll Close Mine
McMichael, A.
8/05/14
1 item of Media coverage

  
Close Your Eyes and I’ll Close Mine (Anna McMichael, Tamara Anna Cislowska)
McMichael, A.
22/03/14
1 item of Media coverage

  
Drawing some links between opera, history and public health
McMichael, A.
30/05/14
1 Media contribution

  
Hitting the right notes on climate change
Devenish, L. & McMichael, A.
9/09/22
1 Media contribution

  
If that diamond ring turns brass. Compilation of lullabies.
McMichael, A.
28/01/20
1 item of Media coverage

  
In Other Words (Anna McMichael, Daniel de Borah
McMichael, A.
29/05/19
1 item of Media coverage

  
Internationally experienced violinist Anna McMichael
McMichael, A.
24/02/22
1 Media contribution

  
Ironwood review
McMichael, A.
18/09/18
1 item of Media coverage

  
Lullabies Old and New
McMichael, A.
11/02/14
1 Media contribution

  
Night Writes Review - New Constellations
McMichael, A.
19/08/19



1 item of Media coverage

  
Off the main stage
Devenish, L. & McMichael, A.
3/03/23
1 Media contribution

  
Open Polar Sea. Works by Col Fuhler, Salvatore Sciarrino, Morton Feldman, Damien Barbeler, Daniel Blinkhorn and Anna
McMichael
McMichael, A.
1/02/15
1 item of Media coverage

  
Reflections on 2019 Tyalgum Music Festival
McMichael, A.
10/09/19
1 item of Media coverage

  
The Open Polar Sea: a creative call for climate action and musical tribute to the late Professor Tony McMichael
McMichael, A.
4/12/14
1 Media contribution

 
 
Projects  
Australian Haydn Ensemble - U.S. tour
McMichael, A. (Primary Chief Investigator (PCI))
5/09/23 → 24/10/23

  
Climate Notes Mona Foma
McMichael, A. (Primary Chief Investigator (PCI)) & Devenish, L. (Chief Investigator (CI))
22/02/23 → 26/02/23

  
Climate Notes: national tour of Melbourne, Sydney, Canberra and Tasmania
McMichael, A. (Primary Chief Investigator (PCI)) & Devenish, L. (Chief Investigator (CI))
9/01/22 → 20/09/23

  
Commission "Is this How You Feel?" - Milliken, van Reyk, Barbeler, Blinkhorn 
McMichael, A. (Primary Chief Investigator (PCI))
26/07/20 → 30/04/21

  
Is This How You Feel? Listen to our Letters
McMichael, A. (Primary Chief Investigator (PCI)) & Devenish, L. (Chief Investigator (CI))
25/09/21 → 10/10/21

  
Monash Art Ensemble: commissioning, performance, and scholarship.
Burke, R. (Primary Chief Investigator (PCI)), Williamson, P. (Chief Investigator (CI)), Grabowsky, P. (Primary Chief
Investigator (PCI)), McMichael, A. (Chief Investigator (CI)), Canham, N. (Chief Investigator (CI)) & Wyatt, A. (Chief
Investigator (CI))
Trustee for The Robert Salzer Foundation
1/07/25 → 30/06/28

  
Pinchgut Opera - Platee
McMichael, A. (Primary Chief Investigator (PCI))
Pinchgut Opera
24/11/21 → 8/12/21



  
Sounds of the White Continent: Sounds and Sights of Antarctica
McMichael, A. (Primary Chief Investigator (PCI))
1/07/25 → 30/06/26

 


