
 
Biography  
After graduating from Monash University with a Bachelor of Economics in 1983, Scott worked in industry for 2 years.
During his undergraduate years at Monash Scott developed a strong interest in Asian culture and language. Having
studied Chinese in weekend classes for a year or so, when the opportunity came to study in China through a Australian
Government self-funded place, Scott left everything behind and went to China for an initial period of one year. As a result
of subsequently obtaining a number of Australian Government scholarships while in China , the one year of study
extended to four, at the end of which Scott returned to Australia with his new family.
 
For the next 8 years, Scott worked for a Victorian Government corporation that specialised in competing for and
implementing international development projects around the world, and was heavily involved in project negotiation and
implementation in China . In addition to frequent business trips to China , Scott also spent one further year in China
establishing and running a representative office for his company. During this period Scott also acted as an interpreter for
two Victorian Premiers and a number of Ministers, as well as for Provincial level delegations from Victoria's sister-state in
China, Jiangsu Province.
 
In 1997 Scott decided to pursue his long-term interest in foreign languages and moved into the field of foreign language
education and translator training (specifically Mandarin Chinese), teaching at Monash full-time for four years, at Monash
and RMIT part time for 2 years, and at Monash full-time again since 2004. Since joining Monash Scott has added a Master
of Translation Studies and a Doctor of Philosophy to his qualifications. His PhD thesis is entitled "Getting Immersed In
Chinese: Task-Based Language Learning In A 3d Virtual World Simulation".
 
Scott has created, developed and implemented a unique approach to learning Mandarin Chinese in a foreign language
classroom context that combines the affordances of a 3D multiuser virtual world with task-based language learning
pedagogy. This approach is designed to complement traditional foreign language classroom based learning by creating
opportunities for students to utilize the language they learn in the classroom in realistic everyday scenarios that might be
encountered in China. This approach has been implemented as part of the ab-initio Chinese language and culture
formal curriculum that Scott coordinates since 2008.
 
Scott's research interestests include the educational uses of digital technology and particularly 3D multiuser virtual worlds
and XR (Virtual Reality, Augmented Reality, Mixed Reality), specificially in the field of foreign language learning and
intercultural communication.
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