
 
Biography  
Geoff is a Melbourne Upper Gastrointestinal Surgeon. He obtained his medical degree from Monash University and his
Australian qualifications in Surgery in 2007. He then undertook two sub-specialty clinical fellowships in world-leading
surgical units in the United States, first in laparoscopy and advanced gastrointestinal surgery at the University of North
Carolina, and then in oesophageal surgery at the University of Southern California. As a faculty member of both these
universities, he provided advanced management of upper gastrointestinal disease to his patients with an emphasis on
minimally-invasive surgery.  
 
Geoff works in both the private and public hospital systems, operating at Cabrini Hospital and Knox Private Hospital and at
Eastern Health. Geoff is director of the MUGISG oesophageal physiology laboratory performing pH and impedance
studies and high-resolution oesophageal manometry.
Geoff’s interests include: 

Cancers of the oesophagus and stomach 

Assessment and management of oesophageal function and disease 

Management of gastro-oesophageal reflux disease (GORD) 

Advanced endoscopic procedures including the POEM procedure for achalasia and G-POEM for gastroparesis 

Hiatal hernias 

Bariatric (weight loss) surgery – sleeve gastrectomy, gastric bypass and intragastric balloon 
 
Qualifications 

 
Research outputs  
Multi-society consensus conference and guideline on the treatment of gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD)
Slater, B. J., Collings, A., Dirks, R., Gould, J. C., Qureshi, A. P., Juza, R., Rodríguez-Luna, M. R., Wunker, C., Kohn, G. P.
, Kothari, S., Carslon, E., Worrell, S., Abou-Setta, A. M., Ansari, M. T., Athanasiadis, D. I., Daly, S., Dimou, F., Haskins, I.
N., Hong, J., Krishnan, K., & 10 othersLidor, A., Litle, V., Low, D., Petrick, A., Soriano, I. S., Thosani, N., Tyberg, A.,
Velanovich, V., Vilallonga, R. & Marks, J. M., Feb 2023, In: Surgical Endoscopy. 37, 2, p. 781-806 26 p.

  
Process for quality assessment review of societal guidelines—an editorial to accompany “multi-society consensus
conference and guideline on the treatment of gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD)”
Kohn, G. P., Awad, Z. T., Al-Mansour, M. R., Salluzzo, J., Miraflor, E., Oliphant, U. & Slater, B. J., Feb 2023, In: Surgical
Endoscopy. 37, 2, p. 1611-1613 3 p.

  
Minimally invasive surgery: hiatal hernia repair-a narrative review
Hua, L. & Kohn, G. P., 25 Dec 2022, In: Annals of Esophagus. 5, 11 p., 6064.

  
SAGES 2022 guidelines regarding the use of laparoscopy in the era of COVID-19
Collings, A. T., Jeyarajah, D. R., Hanna, N. M., Dort, J., Tsuda, S., Nepal, P., Lim, R., Lin, C., Hong, J. S., Ansari, M. T.,
Slater, B. J., Pryor, A. D. & Kohn, G. P., May 2022, In: Surgical Endoscopy. 36, 5, p. 2723-2733 11 p.

  
Chicago Classification update (v4.0): Technical review of high-resolution manometry metrics for EGJ barrier function
Kahrilas, P. J., Mittal, R. K., Bor, S., Kohn, G. P., Lenglinger, J., Mittal, S. K., Pandolfino, J. E., Serra, J., Tatum, R. &
Yadlapati, R., Oct 2021, In: Neurogastroenterology & Motility. 33, 10, 9 p., e14113.
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SAGES guidelines for the surgical treatment of gastroesophageal reflux (GERD)
Slater, B. J., Dirks, R. C., McKinley, S. K., Ansari, M. T., Kohn, G. P., Thosani, N., Qumseya, B., Billmeier, S., Daly, S.,
Crawford, C., P. Ehlers, A., Hollands, C., Palazzo, F., Rodriguez, N., Train, A., Wassenaar, E., Walsh, D., Pryor, A. D. &
Stefanidis, D., Sept 2021, In: Surgical Endoscopy. 35, 9, p. 4903–491 15 p.

  
The Relevance of Ineffective Esophageal Motility to Surgical Practice
Kohn, G. P., Sept 2021, In: Foregut. 1, 3, p. 250-253 4 p.

  
Society of American Gastrointestinal and Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES) guidelines development: standard operating
procedure
Rogers, A. T., Dirks, R., Burt, H. A., Haggerty, S., Kohn, G. P., Slater, B. J., Walsh, D., Stefanidis, D. & Pryor, A., Jun
2021, In: Surgical Endoscopy. 35, 6, p. 2417-2427 11 p.

  
Is peroral endoscopic myotomy (POEM) more effective than pneumatic dilation and Heller myotomy? A systematic review
and meta-analysis
Dirks, R. C., Kohn, G. P., Slater, B., Whiteside, J., Rodriguez, N. A., Docimo, S., Pryor, A., Stefanidis, D. & on behalf of
the SAGES guidelines committee, May 2021, In: Surgical Endoscopy. 35, 5, p. 1949-1962 14 p.

  
SAGES guidelines for the use of peroral endoscopic myotomy (POEM) for the treatment of achalasia
Kohn, G. P., Dirks, R. C., Ansari, M. T., Clay, J., Dunst, C. M., Lundell, L., Marks, J. M., Molena, D., Rooker, C., Saxena,
P., Swanstrom, L., Wong, R. K., Pryor, A. D. & Stefanidis, D., May 2021, In: Surgical Endoscopy. 35, 5, p. 1931-1948 18
p.

  
SAGES guidelines: an appraisal of their quality and value by SAGES members
Dirks, R. C., Walsh, D., Haggerty, S., Kohn, G. P., Pryor, A. & Stefanidis, D., Apr 2021, In: Surgical Endoscopy. 35, 4, p.
1493-1499 7 p.

  
Esophageal motility disorders on high-resolution manometry: Chicago classification version 4.0©
Yadlapati, R., Kahrilas, P. J., Fox, M. R., Bredenoord, A. J., Prakash Gyawali, C., Roman, S., Babaei, A., Mittal, R. K.,
Rommel, N., Savarino, E., Sifrim, D., Smout, A., Vaezi, M. F., Zerbib, F., Akiyama, J., Bhatia, S., Bor, S., Carlson, D. A.,
Chen, J. W., Cisternas, D., & 32 othersCock, C., Coss-Adame, E., de Bortoli, N., Defilippi, C., Fass, R., Ghoshal, U. C.,
Gonlachanvit, S., Hani, A., Hebbard, G. S., Wook Jung, K., Katz, P., Katzka, D. A., Khan, A., Kohn, G. P., Lazarescu, A.,
Lengliner, J., Mittal, S. K., Omari, T., Park, M. I., Penagini, R., Pohl, D., Richter, J. E., Serra, J., Sweis, R., Tack, J.,
Tatum, R. P., Tutuian, R., Vela, M. F., Wong, R. K., Wu, J. C., Xiao, Y. & Pandolfino, J. E., Jan 2021, In:
Neurogastroenterology & Motility. 33, 1, 21 p., e14058.

  
Esophageal Emergencies: Emergency Management of Paraesophageal Hernias and Esophageal Perforations
Kohn, G. P., Aug 2020, Surgical Decision Making in Acute Care Surgery. Davis, K. & Coimbra, R. (eds.). United States:
Thieme Publishing Group

  
Peroral endoscopic myotomy for achalasia-a review
Kohn, G., Sept 2019, In: Annals of Laparoscopic and Endoscopic Surgery. 4, 89, 9 p., UNSP 89.

  
pH and Impedance Evaluation of the Esophagus
Kohn, G. P., 2019, Shackelford's Surgery of the Alimentary Tract . Yeo, C. J. (ed.). 8th ed. United States: Elsevier, Vol. 1.
p. 129-140 12 p.

  
Is peroral endoscopic myotomy (POEM) ready to replace laparoscopic Heller’s myotomy for achalasia?—comments on
recent systematic review
Kohn, G. P., 29 Jan 2018, In: Annals of Laparoscopic and Endoscopic Surgery. 3, 1, 3 p., 8.

  
Preoperative Diagnsotic Workup for GERD and Hiatal Hernia: An Evidence and Experience-Based Approach
Kohn, G. P., 2018, Hiatal Hernia Surgery: An Evidence Based Approach. Memon, M. A. (ed.). Cham Switzerland: Springer
, p. 51-72 22 p.



  
Novel association of achalasia with hereditary sensory and motor neuropathy with sensorineural deafness
Asthana, A. K., Lubel, J. S. & Kohn, G. P., 1 Aug 2016, In: Diseases of the Esophagus. 29, 6, p. 691-694 4 p.

  
Guidelines for the management of hiatal hernia
Kohn, G. P., Price, R. R., DeMeester, S. R., Zehetner, J., Muensterer, O. J., Awad, Z., Mittal, S. K., Richardson, W. S.,
Stefanidis, D. & Fanelli, R. D., 2013, In: Surgical Endoscopy. 27, 12, p. 4409 - 4428 20 p.

  
Central venous line placement prior to gastric bypass improves operating room efficiency
Overby, D. W., Kohn, G. P., Colton, K. J., Stavas, J. M., Dixon, R. G., Passannante, A. & Farrell, T. M., 8 Jul 2012, In:
International Scholarly Research Notices. 2012, 5 p., 816871.

  
SAGES guidelines for the surgical treatment of esophageal achalasia
Stefanidis, D., Richardson, W., Farrell, T. M., Kohn, G. P., Augenstein, V. & Fanelli, R. D., Feb 2012, In: Surgical
Endoscopy. 26, 2, p. 296-311 16 p.

  
Laparoscopic management of gastric band erosions: a 10-year series of 49 cases
Kohn, G. P., Hansen, C. A., Gilhome, R. W., McHenry, R. C., Spilias, D. C. & Hensman, C., 2012, In: Surgical Endoscopy.
 26, 2, p. 541 - 545 5 p.

  
Treatment options and outcomes for celiac artery compression syndrome
Kohn, G. P., Bitar, R. S., Farber, M. A., Marston, W. A., Overby, D. W. & Farrell, T. M., Dec 2011, In: Surgical Innovation. 
18, 4, p. 338-343 6 p.

  
SAGES Evidence-Based Guidelines for Surgical Treatment of Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease
Stefanidis, D., Hope, W. W., Kohn, G. P., Reardon, P. R., Richardson, W. S. & Fanelli, R. D., 28 Oct 2011, In: Revista
Portuguesa de Cirurgia. 18, p. 35-37 3 p.

  
Guidelines for surgical treatment of gastroesophageal reflux disease
Stefanidis, D., Hope, W. W., Kohn, G. P., Reardon, P. R., Richardson, W. S. & Fanelli, R. D., Nov 2010, In: Surgical
Endoscopy. 24, 11, p. 2647-2669 23 p.

  
Reply
Kohn, G. P., Galanko, J. A. & Farrell, T. M., Nov 2010, In: Journal of the American College of Surgeons. 211, 5, p. 688-
689 2 p.

  
High Case Volumes and Surgical Fellowships Are Associated with Improved Outcomes for Bariatric Surgery Patients: A
Justification of Current Credentialing Initiatives for Practice and Training
Kohn, G. P., Galanko, J. A., Overby, D. W. & Farrell, T. M., Jun 2010, In: Journal of the American College of Surgeons. 
210, 6, p. 909-918 10 p.

  
Low Correlation between Subjective and Objective Measures of Knowledge on Surgery Clerkships
Farrell, T. M., Kohn, G. P., Owen, S. M., Meyers, M. O., Stewart, R. A. & Meyer, A. A., May 2010, In: Journal of the
American College of Surgeons. 210, 5, p. 680-683 4 p.

  
Effective Endoscope for Endoscopic Retrograde Cholangiopancreatography in Patients with Roux-en-Y Anastomosis: A
Single-, Double-, or" Short" Double-Balloon Enteroscope? Reply
Dellon, E. S., Kohn, G. P., Morgan, D. R. & Grimm, I. S., Mar 2010, In: Digestive Diseases and Sciences. 55, 3, p. 875 1
p.

  
Proximal Esophageal pH Monitoring: Improved Definition of Normal Values and Determination of a Composite pH Score
Ayazi, S., Hagen, J. A., Zehetner, J., Oezcelik, A., Abate, E., Kohn, G. P., Sohn, H. J., Lipham, J. C., DeMeester, S. R. &
DeMeester, T. R., Mar 2010, In: Journal of the American College of Surgeons. 210, 3, p. 345-350 6 p.



  
The effect of surgical volume and the provision of residency and fellowship training on complications of major hepatic
resection
Kohn, G. P. & Nikfarjam, M., 2010, In: Journal of Gastrointestinal Surgery. 14, 12, p. 1981 - 1989 9 p.

  
Laparoscopic robot-assisted completion cholecystectomy: A report of three cases
Kohn, G. P. & Martinie, J. B., Dec 2009, In: International Journal of Medical Robotics and Computer Assisted Surgery. 5, 4
, p. 406-409 4 p.

  
Prevalence of thrombophilias in patients presenting for bariatric surgery
Overby, D. W., Kohn, G. P., Cahan, M. A., Galanko, J. A., Colton, K., Moll, S. & Farrell, T. M., Sept 2009, In: Obesity
Surgery. 19, 9, p. 1278-1285 8 p.

  
Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography with single-balloon enteroscopy Is feasible in patients with a prior Roux-
en-Y anastomosis
Dellon, E. S., Kohn, G. P., Morgan, D. R. & Grimm, I. S., Aug 2009, In: Digestive Diseases and Sciences. 54, 8, p. 1798-
1803 6 p.

  
Recent trends in bariatric surgery case volume in the United States
Kohn, G. P., Galanko, J. A., Overby, D. W. & Farrell, T. M., Aug 2009, In: Surgery. 146, 2, p. 375-380 6 p.

  
The impact of socioeconomic factors on patient preparation for bariatric surgery
Balduf, L. M., Kohn, G. P., Galanko, J. A. & Farrell, T. M., Aug 2009, In: Obesity Surgery. 19, 8, p. 1089-1095 7 p.

  
Clinical application of laparoscopic bariatric surgery: An evidence-based review
Farrell, T. M., Haggerty, S. P., Overby, D. W., Kohn, G. P., Richardson, W. S. & Fanelli, R. D., May 2009, In: Surgical
Endoscopy. 23, 5, p. 930-949 20 p.

  
Risk-group targeted inferior vena cava filter placement in gastric bypass patients
Overby, D. W., Kohn, G. P., Cahan, M. A., Dixon, R. G., Stavas, J. M., Moll, S., Burke, C. T., Colton, K. J. & Farrell, T. M.,
Apr 2009, In: Obesity Surgery. 19, 4, p. 451-455 5 p.

  
National trends in esophageal surgery-are outcomes as good as we believe?
Kohn, G. P., Galanko, J. A., Meyers, M. O., Feins, R. H. & Farrell, T. M., 2009, In: Journal of Gastrointestinal Surgery. 13,
11, p. 1900-1912 13 p.

  
Robotic choledochojejunostomy with intracorporeal Roux limb construction
Kohn, G. P., Overby, D. W. & Martinie, J. B., Sept 2008, In: International Journal of Medical Robotics and Computer
Assisted Surgery. 4, 3, p. 263-267 5 p.

  
Endoscopic management of recurrent primary bile duct stones
Kohn, G. P., Hassen, A. S., Banting, S. W., Mackay, S. & Cade, R. J., Jul 2008, In: ANZ Journal of Surgery. 78, 7, p. 579-
582 4 p.

  
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CARDIAC TROPONIN-I LEVELS AND THE NEED FOR CORONARY ARTERY
REVASCULARISATION PROCEDURES IN PATIENTS AT HIGH RISK OF CORONARY ARTERY DISEASE
Kohn, G., May 2002, In: ANZ Journal of Surgery. 72, S1, p. A18 1 p.

 
 
Prizes  
SAGES International Ambassador Award
Kohn, Geoffrey (Recipient), 2014

 



SAGES Best Fellow's Research Paper
Kohn, Geoffrey (Recipient), 2009

  
SSAT Clinical Science Plenary Presentation Winner
Kohn, Geoffrey (Recipient), 2009

  
D.S. Rosengarten Surgical Trainee Research Prize
Kohn, Geoffrey (Recipient), 2001

  
Australian Orthopaedic Association Prize
Kohn, Geoffrey (Recipient), 1997

  
Box Hill Hospital Prize in Medicine
Kohn, Geoffrey (Recipient), 1997

  
Robert Power Scholarship in Surgery
Kohn, Geoffrey (Recipient), 1997

 
 
Press/Media  
Incision-free surgery
Geoffrey Kohn
1/05/20
1 item of Media coverage

  
Implementing an Evidence-based Approach to Selection of Type of Laparoscopic Bariatric Surgery
Geoffrey Kohn
14/07/09
1 Media contribution

  
International Medical Graduates and the Surgical Fellowship: A Guide for Program Directors and Prospective Fellows
Geoffrey Kohn
23/09/08
1 Media contribution

  
Knox Private Hospital surgeon Geoff Kohn performs peroral endoscopic myotomy
Geoffrey Kohn
20/09/16
1 item of Media coverage

 
 
Academic positions 
ADJUNCT CLINICAL ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
Eastern Health Clinical School Research
MONASH UNIVERSITY
1 Sept 2023 → present

President
Australasian Neurogastroenterology and Motility Association
Thebarton, Australia
1 Jan 2018 → 1 Jan 2020

Guideline Committee Co-chair
Society of American Gastrointestinal and Endoscopic Surgeons



Los Angeles, United States of America
1 Jan 2017 → present

Secretary
Australasian Neurogastroenterology and Motility Association
Thebarton, Australia
1 Jan 2016 → 1 Jan 2018

Thoracic / Foregut Fellow
University of Southern California
Los Angeles, United States of America
1 Jan 2009 → 1 Jan 2010

Clinical Instructor, Division of Gastrointestinal Surgery
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, United States of America
1 Jan 2007 → 1 Jan 2009


